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Dear friend,
Greetings of love and peace from Father Ben Chinnappan, founder of Dalit Solidarity, a nonprofit and 
tax-exempt charity. I pray that God keeps you and your family in good health. I am doing well in San 
Diego, California, with my ministry to our heroic veterans and families. I express my deep appreciation 
and gratitude for you and your family. For more than two decades, you have become a unique gift and 
a reflection of God’s love to my people, offering them acceptance and recognition – something they 
sorely lack from their own people, who reject them as outcast and untouchable. Our success depends 
on you and you alone. I gratefully admire and thank all those who accompanied us in carrying out our 
vision, empowering the marginalized in the subcontinent of India since 2000.

Now it’s a time of drastic economic uncertainty for charities. With the ongoing war in Ukraine, COVID, 
economic inflation, donations to Dalit Solidarity decreased very sharply. The economic hardship has 
challenged our day-to-day operations. Raising funds have become more tough and almost 
impossible. We are forced to compromise to keep our budgets in balance. We try our best to serve our 
community to the best of our ability. It is a simple fact, that Dalit Solidarity could do nothing without you. 
Every act of charity helps our people to know that they are not alone during this crisis. I would like to 
share the joy of how our programs are impacting those who are poor and marginalized. 
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I spent a few weeks in India along with Vincent and Leenus, two of our US board members. The 
school remained closed almost two years due to 
COVID. We lost a couple of parents and many children 
moved to other towns and cities as their parents lost 
their jobs and livelihood during the lock-down. I was 
very happy to visit St. Patrick's children and staff after 
three years of COVID. We have an enrollment of 650 
students from kindergarten to high school from more 
than 30 villages. We have 45 staff both teaching and 
non-teaching. We spent a great deal of time with them 
to understand their needs and evaluate their 
performance, their success and shortcomings. We had a meeting with parents who were very much 
involved in the development of their children and the academy. We thanked for their participation.  

We deeply listened to all children, staff and parents and assured them of our continuous support in 
providing quality education. Most of our children come from poor families who could not even make 
$3-$5 a day. They could not afford to pay their tuition, books and transportation. St. Patrick’s keeps 
the doors open to any child regardless of their ability to pay or not. The ongoing operational budget 
for St. Patrick's is roughly $10,000 per month - covering staff salary, teaching materials, transportation 
and maintenance. Your support is vital in helping us leap over our pressing budget hurdles, and in 
ensuring that we can continue our excellent service to our little ones, who are so very motivated, 
enthusiastic, and diligent in pursuing their studies. St. Patrick's maintains a strong record of success 
and excellence in providing cost-effective, quality education to children who are socially and 

VISIT TO ST. PATRICK’S, INDIA - SEP 2022

GIFT OF EDUCATION
SPONSOR A CHILD $30 PER MONTH
$360 PER YEAR
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During this summer, I participated in the ceremony of new cardinals in Rome by Pope Francis. It was 
quite an amazing moment of grace and joy. For the first time, His Excellency, Anthony Poola, a Dalit 
bishop was elevated to the rank of Cardinals. I remembered all friends and families of Dalit Solidarity 
both the living and the deceased in prayers. I cannot forget our journey together for the last twenty-
two years since the inception of our charity. When I say, 'You are the backbone of Dalit Solidarity', I 
mean it and I love it. I credit all our success to God Almighty and am so grateful to Him for inspiring 
your generosity, kindness, and above all, your prayers. May God bless you and your loved ones 
abundantly! Please remember me, your humble servant, always in your prayers.
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Dalit Solidarity has a Mission Outreach for the children of 
human laundries who are known as Dhobies, people who 
are dalits among dalits, who are traditionally delgated to 
wash the dirty clothes of others in a village. For centuries, 
they have been abused, exploited and humiliated as cheap 
human machines to do people's laundry with little 
compensation of leftover food and grains. They never had a life of dignity and respect. Their children 
had no opportunities to attend the schools as they were forced to follow up their parents' job. 
Education is the key to bring  these children back to the  main stream of the society. We distributed 
school supplies like school bags, notebooks, etc. for 60 children.

TUITION CENTRE, ACHARAPAKKAM

OUTREACH PROGRAMS

While sectors of the nation's economy grow and flourish, 
millions of people are left behind without access to 
development and opportunity. Caste-based discrimination 
continues to grow and equality is just a dream. Education is 
the key to providing children with the knowledge, and skills 
to earn a living leading to a healthier, more productive life. 

I visited the gypsy colony near Tindivanam, nearly 100 
families segregated from the mainstream, pretty isolated, 
living very simple lives under thatched roofs with basic 
necessities, quite happily. They are happy to welcome me as 
they normally do not get any visitors from outside of their 
own network. I spent some time with them and shared their 
experience of our support for their borewells that really 
saved a couple of miles every day to fetch water from their 
neighbours. The young girls who just finished schooling are 
interested in tailoring and live up to their present-day needs.

EMPOWER WIDOWS
SUPPORT A WIDOW WITH A 

COW $600 AND TWO GOATS $300
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economically disadvantaged. As supporters of St. Patrick's, you can be proud of what your 
contributions have made possible. 

Gift of borewell to the gypsy community

Tailoring centre for job opportunity

Distribution of school supplies



ACCOUNTABILITY

Stewardship is an integral part of everything 
we do — because we recognize that every 
resource entrusted to us can transform real 
children's lives. Dalit Solidarity strives for 
accountability in every aspect of our work, 
never forgetting that it's not just sponsored 
children and families we serve – it's also the 
donors who make our work possible. We are 
proud to report that 97% of our total 
expenses in 2021 went to support the programs and activities to provide effective advocacy, quality 
health care, education, housing and economic development for India's poor.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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GIFT A SAFE HOME
PROVIDE A SAFE HOME FOR THE
POOREST OF THE POOR: $2500
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT US?

With your prayerful generosity, we can continue to provide necessary help and services to this 
vulnerable section of society. Please, support our little brothers and sisters in the distant lands of 
India. They lack the type of structured support that gives the wealthier nations and citizens of our 
world a safety net in crisis. Won't you help Dalit Solidarity cast its net, to provide some loving care? 

As supporters and friends of Dalit Solidarity, you can be proud of what you have made possible, even 
as we look forward to what comes next. Please join the Dalit Solidarity family today by making a year-
end contribution, sponsoring a child, or offering a loved one the gift of a donation or stock in his or her 
name. Many companies offer plans to match funds for charitable contributions; if such a plan is 
available to you, enrolling yourself in it can help us even further. Please forward your gift or enquiry to 
Dalit Solidarity, P. O. Box 178995, San Diego, CA 92177 or call us 708-612-4248 or email at 
dalitsolidarity@gmail.com. You can also donate online at www.dalitsolidarity.org. I thank you again 
personally and individually for your love and generosity. 
  
Yours truly,

Father Ben Chinnappan


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

